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Foreign..M. De C.lcrs. Russian Minister of

FurtdRii Affairs, died at St. Petersburg.
If. Kih.'t sti-eeeded In forming a new French

Cabinet, the War and Marine portfolios only re¬

maining in doubt. :-= An Insurrection is said

to be Imminent in Macedonia. ¦.' Fighting
was reported between the Japanese and Chinese
forces at Hal-Cheng. In vhleh the Chinese tro'ps
were completely routed. r== The public revenue

in Newfoundland fur January Indicates a large
deficit.

('· .tigress. -But* branches in session, i Sen¬

at.·: Messrs. l^dge and Frye replied to the

»Iieech of Mr. Mills on the Hawaiian question;
a resolution indorsing the President's policy was

passed by a vote of 24 to 22. Mbess House: The

bill to repeal the differential sugar duty was

taken up and debated by Messrs. Wilson, Payne
ani others,
Domestic.The tow of the tug Sen King

foundered «iff Point Judith with a loss of twelve

person». i=rrrr: Th-re was a bad snowstorm, with

high winds, in many Western States; railway
ttaffic *mi seriously Impeded. -J.? There were

two bobsb-d collisions In Pittsburg; one boy

was killed and several were injured. ¦-¦ ¦:-

Flames arc still raging In a big colliery of the

L.high Valley Company at Hazleton, Penn.

Another forged paper has been found in

th·· effects of Ihe eli,nai.fi·. Valley Savings
Hank, at Bingliamtm:
City and Suburban..There was much cuttlns:

ol trolley wir.s in Brooklyn and fewer cars were

run: Judge QayMOT made the writ of mandamus
altei native, as An ..uttireak in the I'nlted

States of Colombia was reported. ==s= The

bicycle show rame to an md. c=a The stock

market was dull, and at the close irregular.
The Wi'ather.-Foreeast for to-day: Fair, cold¬

er. Temperature yesterday: Lowest, 29 degrees;

highest, 56; average, «9%,

The members «.f the Hoard of Trade hare

every i.asoii m com-Tatulatc tbeMMMtTCa upon

the emphatic success of the Cycle Show which

was brought to a close nt Madison Square Car-

tlcn hint night. And every true cycling enthusi¬

ast is grateful to tin men who have done so

much to iinprov.' and popularize the wheel.

Money lias been expended without stint, and

the now wheels will alone make many converts

to the sport. Wheeling is not only hccoinih·.

general in this country, but is making itself
felt all over the clviliz.-d globe. Cycling is a

splendid exercise for both sext-s, and tVofJief
nil tlie popularity it has attained.

It is sincerely to be hoped that there is no

foundation for tin· serious charge brought by
. the English law Journals against the I/irfl Chan¬

cellor, and to which reference is inaile in the
special onble dispatch from London published
to-day. This august functionary, who 1s a mciu-

lier of the Cabinet and who wJolcMl in the title
o» "Keeper of the Queen's. Conscience," is ac¬

cused of having transferred from one court to

another on·» of the Justices of ihe High Court

of Judicature, for having manifested toward a

member of the Administration implicated ia

t|ii«-stlonable stock company transactions the
same degree of impartial severity as if the Min¬

ister, since compelled to retire from the Cab¬
inet, had been an ordinary citizen instead of a

colleague of the Lot·] t 'hancrllor. Tb«· superior
courts of Justice in Great Britain have hitherto
«.njoyod throughout tin· civilized world so well
deserved I reputation for equity, and for entire

independence of all intlm-nce, that it would be

deplorable to find their udtuiuisiratiou of jus¬
tice subordinated henceforth to otti.ial and po¬
litical considerations.

So far as the trolley strike in Brooklyn was

Concerned, yesterday was tin uneventful day as

compared with others since the trouble began.
The nioM important inciden!, of course, was the
decision of Justice Cay nor in the mandamus
proceedings, making the writ alternative, and
thus giving the companies time to resume opera¬
tions. In Brooklyn proper practically m» vio¬
lence was reported: in Hldgewood and Green-
point, however, crowds of lifers (ausisi Hie
police a good deal of trouble aud did spaaa dam¬
age to cars. The greatest dilhcultv with which
the lines had to couteud was the cutting of the
trolley wires, a form of lawbreaklng which Is
extremely tempting to numerous sympathizes
with the strikers because of Its ease of ex., .
tion and the small chance of detection it was
geuerslbr imiulged In yesteiMay, urxj prevented
the running of cars on many lines until the da?
had well advanced. So far no orders have been
received for the return of the citizen soldiery
sod they will, of course, lie kept on the seen«!
until the prospects of further disturbances have
been reduced to | minimum.

Elected to the Presidency of Uh-, Republic by
the votes of the Conservative majority In the
Senate united to those of the moderate Repub¬
lican minority In the Chamber of Deputies, M.
Fanre cannot bring himself to Intrust the forma¬
toli of an administration to the Radical Soclal-
st alliance which alone possesses ? majority In

the lower house of the National Legislature. M.
Bourgeois, although a Radical himself, failed
In bis attempt to construct a Ministry, because

he w;is imi permitted ,1 free hand la Ihe «elee·
lion of liis concatenen, th·· President declining to

commit tin· destines of the nation to an admin¬
istration componed exclusively of Radicala and
Socialists. M. l'aure lias BOW giv.-?? Hi-·

Premiership t-> M. i.ii.oi. win» belong« to the
sain.» political Datif as himself, ami win» ran-

not therefore COUBi apon a working majority ¡? j
tin» Chnmber. The cabinet which If. Ribo! hai
ancceeded m making marly complete contain«
no nttme of any considerable celebrity ami eoaae
n.ums heretofore unknown in the politica]
world, its itrength, ami its cafjaeqaeal leaac on

I i I'.. ran only be problematical.

lin: PBMIDÊBT8 iiF.SP0Xsiiiii.iT).
Till· country looks with iniu-b anxiciy for the

A< Mon lof th·· President witliiii the next few

days. Th·· heavy withdrawals of gold last Week,
Bot for export, following similar bat mach sninll-
er withdrawals ever since Congress mai ami UM
President recommended 1ht· Stale banft scheme,
show that distrust is taking a dangerous form.

If the President does nothing to arrest It, Ihe
gold reserve Is liable to be exhausted more sud¬
denly than anybody expecis. If there Is to be

a premium on ¿old. every holder of notes, or of
current funds In bank, is tempted to get the
bi'iiertt of it. That Congress will do nothing
has come to be the general .conviction. .Mr.
Cleveland has therefore reached the virtual end

of a Presidential career never matched for tlis-
grace In all American history, unless he quickly
employs the only means of saving Ihe credit
of the Nation and Ihe prosperity of Ihe people.
lie is forced to choose between a blind and
fatal adherence to Democratic theories and the
sacred duty of his ofiiee. He can palter no

l»>n_iT in the hope that the chapter of accidents

may «'nable him to meet both. He cannot run

with the hare of patriotism and hunt with thl
hounds of partisanship another week.
Congress will not act because it cannot. Tor»

many of Its members are fanatically hostile to

duties which help American industry. Too

many are frenzied haters of bankers ami bond¬
holders, or personally in terror lest ihe wrath
of Populists in their districts or States make
an end of them A second grave obstarle is

that the silver men in lx>th jiarties have set

themselves to defeat a bond bill. The resolu¬
tions of the Chamber of Commerce have acted
on them as a red rag Influences a mad bull.
A third obstacle Is what "The New-York Times"
calls the "limitless conceit" of rertaiu Demo¬
cratic Senators, "who have plugged iheir ears

"to any suggestion that their methods can l>e

"improved." The idea that the wrath or the
piteous expostulation of imperilled business can

remove these obstacles does not seem to have
foundation.
A fourth obstacle is perhaps even more seri¬

ous. It Is ihe ignorance of certain Ih-motTatlc
leaders. who Insist that their revenue law. If
let alone, will presently yield revenue enough.
For even the dullest has been forced to see that
the distrust of the financial world and the with¬
drawals of gold are at lwittom due to the defi¬
ciency of revenue and the prostration of busi¬
ness. But they still Imagine that things are

richting themselves, and in a little while, per¬
haps by the end of next month, the revenue will
exceed the expenditures. These men are obsti¬

nately counting upou MCh revenue as would be
derived at the new rates from importations or

consumption equal to that of lNfl.'l. The fact
that Iheir own tariff policy has cut down the

earnings and the consumption of ihe people
fully a quarter they stubbornly refuse to see.

Then the remarkable fall m the foreign price
of sugar cuts down about a third the possible
revenue from ad valorem duties on ihat atlielf».
even If consumption were as large as ever. The
income lax cannot be expected to give any help
titilli about five months heure, If then. In Ihesc
few Hems losses of more than ?G,p.? » µ?.p?? ¡\ year
can be r.Msonably expected, ami Mr. Carlisle's
own estimate at the end of the last «c««10B in
dlcnted a deficiency for the fiscal year.
Hut practical sens«· has no hold whatever In

tiiis Democratic Congres·-. The renponeibllliy,
and it Is a grave one. rests with the President.
It is time for him to throw away the notimi (hat
Covcnnneiit can get aloni; without Increased
revenue, ami his piala duty Is to appeal frankly
lo the patriotic men of both partira t" provide
Midi added revenue as the country requin·«., as

a necessary condition of successful Dorrowing,
mahing It known at tin· «ame time that if thin
Congreaa fails he will at once call an extra tee
ahm of the next Congre«a, and unhesitatingly ap¬
prove such measures .»f relief aa it may see tit
to pass. With such an appeal ariti declaration
by him bonds could be placad. Without it, bonds
can be sold only on siicli terms as one dictates
In lending to a bankrupt i.ovcrnmeiit.

THF. FAlUSd STRIKE.
Th· mandamus which .!inl_»' fìaynor decided

on Thursday to grant, requiring the Broohlya
Heights Uailroad Company lo operati» Ita lines,
was finally issued by him yesterday In the al¬
ternative forni. This operates In law to give
the company twenty «lays In which to show
cause why a peremptory writ should not issue;
in effect, as we sup[>ose, it will enable all the
companies involved lu the contesi to restore
trafile gradually on their own lertus. It is prob¬
ably true, as they say, thai they are steadily
recruiting a new force, in part from their old

employes, and it is undoubtedly the fact that
they are op· rat in? additional lineai and more

cars from day to day. In other words, they arc

likely to be before long In the position which

they declared they, were in a week airo. Occur¬

rences of a wholly lawless and detestable char¬
acter, for which the strikers are only in a com¬

paratively small degré· to blame, hav·· been al¬
inosi necessarily fatal to their prospects. The

companies from the outset have had an enor¬

mous advantage owing to the number of men

out of work, and lo that was quickly added the
advantage; arising from the Imperative necea

slty of qiirlllng disorder, without reference tu
the original merits of the controversy. For at

least two days, if the general understanding of
»he facts is accurate, the companies were so

well protected la the possession of their rights
as to invalidate tlieir pleas and excuse-. During
that time, we aie compelled to believe, they
were under a continuous obligation to operate
their roads, and did not operate them only be¬
cause tiny had not been able to secure linn for
the wages they offered. Hut within Ihe last few
days there lias been enough mischief, if not
enough turbulence, io create at* least a rraaoo
able doubt as to their legal accountability for the
paralysis of trafile which they were morally
Donad to prevent by keeping failli with their
employes and the public.

It was a recognition of this reasonable doubt
as lo certain essential facis which ltd .ludge
Cayuor to Issue au alternative rather than a

peremptory mandamus; and we have no fault to
find with his decision. Its soundness In law. we

Imagine, will not be disputed even by critics of
hi« earlier order, and. unlike not a few legal de¬
terminations, it possesses Ihe additional excel¬
lence of common sense. Nor should anybody,
whatever hi· sentlmeuls as to this particular
controversy may be, regret that It bas been
brought Into court; for thereby It has become
the oceaalon for au exceedlugly lucid and salu¬
tary enunciation of the true relations between
oorporatlons and ihe people whose creature«
tney ere With the growth of corporate powerthese relation· Ime been considerably obscured
and needed to ba made clear again. And there
" no ,mProPri"y »n adding that persons who

OLIO, _" , , ?* ,0 aCtept JUd** "Wopinion would do well to reflect that his inter-

pi-elation of the law iu this ease accorda per-
fectly with that of iMdge tullen

\V«' should do loJOsHce m OMT own f. .-lings

and to the feelings of un-si ,.f our rradera, B*

WC ai'.· liad to believe, if We failed to express

our refreí thai corpora i< MM which hav·· per*
Bistenti? sei an example of lawlessness. iMO

steadily enlarged a shocking record of shugh-
ter by a ours.· of avaricious and insoleiu

indifference i<> jui'.li«· sentiment, should appar¬

ently be on the Terge of succeeding in a con

test in Which, while oih.-rs have been disgraced,
they bave gained in» credit. Brents which could

not have served their purposes belter if they
bad contrived them have seemingly brought

them within sight of victory, ami they may re«

sonable expect to sere In wages hereafter what

they have spout in lighting. Kot the scoundrel-

who have committed or cneoiiiag'ed ads of vio¬

lence ami compelled tin· community to restore

and preserve order al freal expense it is im¬

possible to express too strongly the aversion

nnd reprobation of reputable citizen·-. Th. y have

nil earned penalties which, unfortunately, eery
few of them will ever suffer, and liny have

mined a cinse which was funda.ntally just.

HKBB Hi: IB AVAIS.
Mr. Thomas C. Piati ros.· again io tin· surface

ou Saturday morning. And In- seemed to be in

an unusually playful MWOd. Mr. l'lati's disap
pearances from the actual surface of affairs
sometimes suggest Hie diving of the "right
whale'* tin* marin·· mammal which in· so much

p'sembles in an abnormal development of cheek.

He stays down a long lime, comes op In an

unexpected place, and is invariably greeted by
the "blubber hini'.c.s" pursuing him With the
stirring cry from Ihe masthead. "Tlieiv she
biowar' Sometimes he suggests the ground
mole, which mav be followed in die morning

by the ridges he has made during tin· night, but

though he is doing constant mischief in Ihe
fariner, is never caught either in his tracks or

above ground. And then· an· tini« s again when

In· suggests iioihing in animated creation so

orach as tin· loon, whose rapidity of movement

is so phenomenal that in· can dodge a shot after

the flash of a gun. while ills sense of humor is
such that be G?·(|??·??1.? coinés up after being

flred at. and under the nos,· of the hunier laughs
with a scornful taunt Int.» tin· muzzle of his

gun. Full particulars ol the wary and playful
habits of the loon mav be obtained from the

graphic description given by the R(,v. Mr. Mur

ray several years ago of his aiietnpts to capiur··
one in the Adirondack·«. The |oOfl Is an aquatic
diver of great celerity of ni..vi tuent, and is not

successfully hunted with a bMMM band. Mr.

Platts latest rise to the surface suggests more

than anything else and we hope he will take
no offence at the illustration tin· quick motion

and playful mockery of the loom. Just as the
hunters have discharged their guns at him.
when his bead certainly seemed to be above
the water, and b fore tin· sm-'ke has eleared
away he rises up close under their bonis and

merrily tells them that they have mistaken his

position; that he never was In tin· place tiny
flred at; and. In short, that he is not that kind
of a bird.
Anoihcr thing etlggeeted by the lalest Inter¬

view is that, though change of skies does imi

change the temper or dlapoaltloo "f Mr I'latt.
It does seem t<> change his library stile, as

he doubtless does his amanuensis, in moving
from place to place. On Friday morning In·
was reported t<> be in Washington. Returning
to New York In the evening, be brought with
him the Interview published Saturday morning
in Which, after asking in a lotto of in.Id sarcasm
the imiuig. ine of the newspapers for venturing
to "call attention !.. certala views ..f certain
interesting mattere»" he proceeded in a couple
of printed columns, which be says be has made
brief "out of conaidcratloa for these gentle.n"
of the press who, notwithstanding ine anear,
give him their space t.> set forth hut relation·
to current politi, al questiona here and Bl Al
bani. With mudi ? lai...riti..u le explains ili.it
he is and always li.is ?» ? in fai..)· ,.f all ih,·
distinctive m·asurca of municipal reform which
hav-· been urged by Mayor strongs Itepubllean
supportera, by the (3ommlttee of Rereuty and the
GOOd tloVenilll.il! clubs. I|| ,)|| lll|i|cl'|.,|.f

apparent sadness be lamenta that, aotwlthatand
lug In- had mad" a distinct s;at.-???··??t of his
posinoti With regard to all the reform bills, it

did hoi réassure "anybody who '\as afraid that
the ship of reform would be scuttled bj me "

"The clamor." In says, "u.iii noisily 00, lb.
Pathhurat leading the discordant orchesira.M
H>· accounts for tb!» upon the theory that Iheao
"people are not really ronccrncd about the fate
"of reform bills In th·· Legislature, nor about
"securing to Mayor strong full opportunity to
"accomplish the good results thai his election
"was intended to bring." but that they nain t..

"embroil the lb-publican party in tMCh a fra
"terital war as will render its success in IfMjaj
"imiKissibb·." Having thus explained tin· cause
of the "clamor'' against himself, he narrates in
detail and at considerable length (he «·.t«uiii

statues connected With the recent action «if the
itepubiican t'oiinty (Ommiitee, deducing there
from the Inference that th·· existing dissatisfac¬
tion nil grows out of tin· deatre <>f Mr. Itrook
field's friends to <IN,ugaiii/.c ihe Uepiiblicnu
party by unse mly opposiiion to Mr. l'latt's
leadership.
The literary style of this elaborate document

differs somewhat from that of the circular :nl
dressed to countr.«. editors, as the latter did from
that Of Ihe Wllkcsbaire interview, or as all ills
typewritten interviews do from his unpreuuali
luted outgivings, or. generally speaking, as stars

differ In «dory. Mr. l'iati is a statesman who hai
a great many butions w Ithiu reach, ami can sum¬

mon to his aid a different literary styl.· for each
button. The particular *t.vt<· «>f the Intervie·**
which he brought from Washington is one <>G his
best. It Is fresh and racy, ami m.? entirely un

familiar. As to what In· calls "ceriain views
of eertala Interesting matters," they do not
Stelli to US lo have the Importa lice he ascribes
to them, it is to be regretted, perhaps, thai so

many 1'cpiihiicaus should differ bo radically with
him. Hut as there an· so many of them and
so few of him, if nally seems unnecessary for
him to take two columns of newspaper space
to show that tiny are trying to disorganize the

party by disagi-eoi n¿; with him. He lias great
gifts, undoubtedly, but they are hardly sudicioni
to make a majority of him. uni. being in a mi¬
nority, lie would be doing hin.-elf ami the party
I service if lie would subside.

I..Won UfBUMJirCB,
Tor twenty years Alfred Dojge has been mah

ing an effort to secure to wage eamen a larger
share of the profita of Industry than they com

moiily receive. Th«· problem is a .lillicidi one,
not to be solved by simple increase of wages;
for iu perhaps a majority of cases that is Im
possible to a degree that would be of material
advantage t,, tin· workmen without serlouslv
crippling the employer. Neither does profit
sharing meet the requirements of the case. 'j((0
often there are no profita to lie shared in any
particular year, and at limes there are losses
which the workmen are unable to meet mi equal
terms with Ihe manufacturers. Moreover, it Is
a system which depends on the caprice of the
employer for Its continuance, nnd partakes of
the nature of philanthropy ,·? dangerous char¬
acter for anything which must appeal to the
confidence and sympathy of Ihe American crafts-
intiii.

Yesterday the Dolgevlllo employes held |||c|r
twenty-sixth annual reunion, apd listened tu ih,,
report of the system of labor insurance and peu-

sions which has given to them a guarantejaLof
sustenance In old age and of supi»ort for gyTir
families In case of deaih. In the last year

11,19880 was paid to four superannuate·! work¬

men, und the amount paid sime tin· establish-

ii.nt of the fund was reported as $s,:>7_ 86.

Prom the begiiiuiug the contributions to the

pension fund amount to 1304-1 t»7, ami tlm ¡»

t.-rest is now large enough to pay the present
pensionerai willioiit further contributions. In

twenty yeara $:U..".í»ó _7 has been paid for Ufe

insurance policies, and Hi·· einiiJoyes now hold

policies on which ihe firm pays premium«, to

tin· amount of $17_.»khi, and It also makes ar-

rangemeeta for those whom the insurance com¬

pany reject. An endowment account is also

carried with ffj,l-fifiB due employes at maturity,
but tills last year nothing was added to it lie-

cause, as Mr. Dolge says, "no one could earn

"any more ihnn his wages. Since any further
"disastrous tariff legislation has been forestalled
"by the last election, we may look forward to

"better business In IS.».*», and I hop·· to report
.at our next reunion a goodly contribution to

"that account." During the year the fell Bra
sold ?.» two ether firms parts of their business,
and transferred to these tlrms a share of the
pensi.m and endowment accounts proportionate
to ihe anmber of workers to be benefited. ???

the men going away who held insurance policies
provision was also inaile. Thus the system ???

extended from one business concern to three.
Hut it is still limited to one line of Industry and
to one towtt. The disadvantage of thai is that
ihe wa_e-earner. to avoid losing some of ihe

benefit« Which are held before him, is compelled
io remain in one place. The founder rejoices
that tin» workers are no longer restricted to one

employer, for a mean employer might attempt
to lake an advantage of his workmen, possible
not from any defect In tin« system, but from ils

limiteli applicai],m.
The perfection of labor Insurance ¡nut pension·«

UlllSt COme, he believes, with its extension Io

other industries ami general National adoption.
If all textil·· industries made us·· of the plan, ih··

«rorken would be free s.» lout: as they rema imi I

In Ihe _ciieral industry, and the same bcflcfita
might be sei tired for railroad tuen employed by
whaterer company. Tbe experience at Dolge·
vili·· sImwh that a contribution of 1 per cent of
the wages earned paid by employer« into a

National Insurance fund would In· ample to

secure to every honest wage earner at th·· ige
of sixty. "G sooner if disabled, bis full wanes to

the end of his days. Thre.· fourths of 1 per
cent I« all that BM been required so far. ami a

business that does not permit the setting aside
of that sum has not the prosperity likely to

irlve it permanent existence. The insurance en

abl··. woinoiit men to retire, and their places
may be taken by vlironnis men whose earning
power is greater, and the employer realm an

advantage ¡is well a« lb·· pensioner. So far the

results attained have I.¦ admirable. In moia
extended adoption would do much ta allay the
discontent of wage-earners. It gives to them
the blessings which flu« Sociali*! flsMsta before
their .»ye«. wliho«it in any wav «BCriflclng their

Individuality. It give« hontat men a chame to

live ?«..mfortably on tin« returns of their labor
without the fear <>t an obi age unprovided for
ami a family left in want. The cost is little to

the employer, lie pays for Insurance on his
machine«. He can afford to take the same care

<,f Ills faithful men.

nu noi: or sFiiRASKt.
The wretched condition »,f th.» droath-«trlcfcca

region of Sehraaha was Impresalrcly dencribed
m tin· letter from a eorreapondeai at Lincoln
whi« h we published <»n Friday. Numerous r»·

?·.·p·. of distress and appeals for relief have
hitherto come from rsrtous tmntworthy aourcea,
and have met with g.ii»r»nis response. Hut it
u doubtful if peuple her.« m the Baal have gen¬
erally any adeqaate appreriattoa of the extent
atei completenesa of tin· min Wbich has come

upon ih.'lr Western kinsmen. Malfa dosen large
¦ ?«! DopnloiM counties III SolltliW· 'St. Tit \. ? »IM -kl

bare In· tally been Iranaformed from gardens
Into desert« Where once aarre the lineal corn·
fields In the l'inoli the very buffai·'mass is

dying. Mot only well« aad «prlaga and brooks,
but larga rivers have entir.lv dried up. What
once were busy towns an» now half deserted,
The whole country is belog depopulated, by
migration aad by death, faster than it was set

ti·.I Eren the prairie dogs ami other wild
creature· are Seeing from th»· Inhospitable
araste.

.v.. word« can expíes, loo Btroogly the argent
aeed "f h.ip. Th·· disaster luis not com·· sud

denly, like stuiui or firs "r food, upon people
who have a reserve of means to fall back upon
It Is the ciilininatimi of live years of progressive
ruin. In which harvests have failed, savings
have be. ? used up, and debts and BtortgagM
have been Incurred. The people have no money,
and Hub· or Bothfihf which they can sell or

pledge to raise p. Tiny ar·· literally pauperised.
Perniile« that a few yeara a;:·» were well fed,
well dad, well hoaass-, on profitable farms, are
n,»w homeless wanderers, struggling painfully
east ward, toward some more favor.il regtOB.
others, who cannot even get away, are living
OB horseflesh ami weeds and fouler food. Some

bit e actually ataread to death, and some hare

aOOght ill suicide escape frolli all «ad less Slid

den but more painful. Never was then» more

orgeat aeed of food and clothing or Of means

With which to procure them, (.eiieroiis-heartcil
people in die r.ast can make go mistake in send·
lag gifts to that unhappy region.

Ih·· cause of th.· ruin, and the means by which
prosperity can be restored, are equally evident
Por yeara that was ¦ land of plenty. The cii
mate was beneficent, the soil fertile, the crops
abundant almost beyond belief. In l.s.M came a

{.bangs». Tier.· «ran ? _>U__>«tas drouth, and tin·

year's crops wen» desìi lyed, Hut meo looked
for better tblag« next year, drew on their re»
¦erres, and piantisi the Belda agalB. Hut their
hopes were dashed· All the noil year, and the
next, ami tbe next, passed with scarcely a Hake
of winter's snow or drop of summer's rain to
slake the universal thirst Of Mollici· Karlh. Siili
the hardy, resolute men held oa, thinking surely
a change must conn» at length. Bat ?s;»4 was

even bolter and. if posaiUe, dryer than its
Bred.ssois. Winds like the breath of a fur¬
nace shrivelled and burned every living plant,
and made tin- whole laud sierile as the pave¬
ment of a cily «treat. This year, of course, or

nexi. the longeilfor change may cime, and
rain and dew bring back all the old wealth of
verdure, or there may be yet a dozen years of
utter drouth. Which, no man »an tell. But
what seems certain is that It will never again
be wise to trust lb.» capricious climate of those
atalas; or not until tbe art of man lias in a
measure mastered it and made ii more stable.
That may perhaps la» done by some vast work
of foresi planting. But before that work Is done
aaaMthhsg «-? is necessary, and that Is artificial
irrita ion. Thai has elsewhere chatiKoil deserts
luto «jardeas, gad that alone ÉSeata able to make
acriiiiltnre certalnlr profitable <»u Hie Nebraska
plains. P_r Its accomplishment, the Stute must
look to itself, and nm ta the Federal Dorara·
ment or io any outside agency. As a mal ter of
beiiettc.-iice to Its people, tin· «Jtata could per¬
form in» better work than a general system of
Irrigation throughout the counties subject u,
drouth. As a matter of business. It could do
BOthlag that would in the hang run prove more

pintiinlile. As a matter of necessity, |t appar¬
ently must fig It, or have the "(Jrvat American
Iies.it" made a stern reality. It ought not to

require another such lesson as Hie present to
convince men of HiHt fact. And hand In hand
with the work of Immediate relief should go the

work of permanently assuring the future agaiust
a repetition of tills distress nnd ruin.

FKEXCII MINISTERIAL VROSPFJ IS.

If. Bourgeois having abandoned it in despair.
M. Hibot has taken up the arduous task of form¬

ing a Ministry in Franco. He is meeting, of

course, with the hitter opposition of the whole

motley crew of enemies of republicanism. But

ihe form their opposition has assumed indicates

how desperan they arc Led by some boulevard

Journals of the baser sort, they are appealing
to chauvinist passion«. They say M. Hibot Is a

tool of Kngland. and that his accession t.» the

Presidency of the »Ouncil will mean the sale of

Irami to "pcrlldloii* Albion." Translated int.·

rational speech, that signifies merely tltat M.

Hibot does not go into tits at slirht of the British

flag, and that his policy will not be to oppose

Creat Britain in everytiling simply for the »ake

of opposing her. If some belter argument than

Ihat cannot be «urged against him. he certainly
ought to have the support of all right-thinking
Frenchmen. Now and then Anglophobia is In

France a name potent to conjure with. It cer¬

tainly should not be so at this time. No patriot
Would deliberately uns.tile the foundations of

government at home fm the sake of a bit of

futile fustian In foreign affairs. And. as a mat¬

ter of fact. France has no grievance againai
England worthy of considération. It was en¬

tirely her own fault that she lost the Egyptian
game. Everywhere else ehe baa been steadily
winning. She seized half of Siam, and Fnglatid
did not venture to remonstrate. She mad·· F.ng

land abandon her scheme of grabbing th·· Bain-

el <;hazel, and practically grabbed It herself.
She took for her own all th·· iniierland of the

Senegal country, leaving Kngland a beggarly
foothold mi the beach. In every Instance In

which lb- colonial interests of the tWO bate
ctasbed, for years, save in Egypt alone. France

lias been ihe victor. Why. then, should the
chauvinists rage'/

It is evident thai that cry Is raised because

no oilier and mot·· rational is possible. \o one

can reproach M. I'ibor witli being a corruption
ist, ..r with trying to shield evil-doers. On that
scon· his record Is as good as M. Brisson's.
There was the other day a demand for a Bour¬
geois Ministry, because M. lloiirgeois was the

Minister of Justice who prosecuted th·· IMnama
rascals. But M. Bourgeois held that portfolio
ill a Cabinet of which M. Hibot was tit.· head.
Indeed, they have often been Ministerial ass,,,

liâtes. They worked together iu the I»·' Frey
einet Ministry of Manli. 1800] in tin· LoMbet
Ministri- of February. 1882; In M. Bihot'a own

Ministries of December, IMS, ami January,
IM, It Is therefore difficult to see how those

who were in favor of M. Bourgeois can. on any

. piestlon of (ioveriiineni policy, oppose M. Hibot.

The fact that th-y do not Ihna oppone him. but

merely flaunt the ring of chauvinism, shows bow
weak their cause l» and how well titled lie is

lo Ih* ih·· head of the Ministry.
Fitness, however, does not elnraya assure suc¬

cess, and tin weakness of their cause does not

prove that Hie foes of M. Fsute and M. Kibot
will fail. '??·!·.· Is no atable Bepubliean ma¬

jority In the Chamber. <¡em-rally speaking, the

majority is hoattle to M. Paure and would lik··

to embarrass him: or. at any rate, would not

seriously object to doing so if It had a good
. hance. If M. Faiire should nominate a ram

pant Radical for Prime Minister, th·· Hmmber
might a·cept him and sustain him. Hut the

Presiderai could scarcelv do that without aelf-
¦tnltincation. The only way in which a mod¬
erate Republican like M, Hibot can hope to com

maud s majority, therefore. Is bv playing MM

faction against nnofh· r. or by concessi,ms of

some sort. The Radicala and Socialists have

been clamoring for amnesty for political of¬

fenders, and for an Income tax. besides various

ollnr things M. Kibot will almost certainly not

grani the Income tav 11·· probably will giant

tb·· amnesty: and it remains to be seen whether

that will prove ? sutncl.ni sop to appease th"

savageiie-s ..f the Socialistic Cerberus. G?..?
thai probably depends th.· success of m. Elbot'a
third Cabinet.

?_

The N'.'w-Vork milltienten now on duty in

Brooklyn ar<· making a g »»? record.

President Cleveland*· statement that h» tent
in·· crufeser Philadelphia to Honolulu merely "to

protect American interests'* is a distinct and Im¬

portant roncaaston. It is the first tim·* this Ad¬

ministration bus ever admitted that there were.

any American ititerestts iu thus.· Islanda worth

protecting.
After hovering for a space In the wind-blown

nirs of a channel port rfffthlag out toward the

oasts of trotihled Fumi», land of his m .r

troubled arid StOrMMoased ancestry, the Duke of

Orleans has «one baek_to London, that grant and
hospitahle but somewhat indifferent municipality.

Which of his «omina; er .l.puitur»· li.p.ls.
As tin· «even «''as Hhnuld heed » ?.?????«· isi

His appear.une on the »hoi·1, ready to rescue his

country If the omens arere propitious, might have
1.n a good »ul.Jeet f..? a historical photograph.
but wan otherwise of no Import. Frame do«.s not

want him nor any of his kin. having weighed
them carefully over and over again In her bal¬
ances and found them wanting every lime. There
Is not a blue-bloused peasant from Kinlsterre m

the pyroneea who is not of more ronanojuente to

the Stat» than all the stirvlvois of the galled
H mitions put together. It is time they learned.
(bough they never learn anything-that so far as

Prance Is concerned they have hail their innings,
and that the country Intend· henceforward to get
ulons; without them.

It Is Bald that ihe Administration wants a big·
ger bond I«siih this time. Well, that would not

Stop the outflow of gold. Only ti s-usible linailclal

? dl, y will ilo that.
F

That no less than -.'..one people should bave
perished last »ear In the Indilli proviti,.· of

Bengal from snake 1,1t. s showa how lilt'.·*
progress has been mad.· by science toward th.·
discovery or soin·· antidote for the poison of
these reptile». The trouble Is that the poison of
nearly each »pedes seems to affect h different
organ of the body. Thus the hit,. ,,f a cobra
s.*ems to paralyze the lungs, while the poison of
the dahlia produces terrible convulsions, from
time immemorial physicians of every clime and
race have devoted their energies to the discovery
of cures for these bites; but Judging from the
heavy ¡1st of casualties from this source alone In

Bengal, the most highly civilized province and

possessed of the best eyst-m of medical super¬
vision of all Bngltata colonial dependen, lea. it

would seem that all efforts In this direction
have been abortive.

New-Yuik looks aahauca at Brooklyn while
rioters bn-ak the peace In Brooklyn's streets, and
feels inclined to put off taking her »Inter city to

her ample bosom until a more convenient season.

The appeal which the New-York Kindergarten
Aseociatlon hu» made to the public for help in the
good work which It is carrying on ought not to

fo unheeJed. This work Is not philanthropic, or

only indirectly so. It Is primarily and essen-

tlslly educational. It begins at the foundation»
and alms to give our future dtlr.ens « right start
In life. It takes hold of them at the moat Im¬
pressionable sge. There are fifteen free kinder¬
garten» under the care of the association, and It
ha» been Instrumental In establishing seven of
these »chools in connection with the public-
school system of the city. The annual outlay of
the association I» $21.000. while the subscrip¬
tions and annual dues amount to about 113.OQ0.
The difference must be made up by the contribu¬
tions of men and women who understand the

work which Is being done, believe in it and
realize the good that Is being accomplished. Th«
association I« In "pressing and Immediate need
of funds." We hope there will be many liberal
response« to i«s appeal.

The Tenement-House Committee ask that the
electric light be extended as rapidly aa possible
through the tenement-house districts of the city.
This Is a\ distinct recognition of the moral In·
tluence of electricity.

s> ¦_¦

PEMBOJtAL

General Meredith Read, former American Consul.
O-neral at Pari· and Minister to Greece, Is re¬

ported In the "Figaro'' as being about to publlah
In French and In English an Illustrated book en¬
titled "Gibbon and His Intimate Friend« at Lati-
nanne." This work Is the result of fifteen yeara"
research, and I« based upon unpubllshel archivas
discovered at the Grotte, the Swiss residence Of.
the famous historian of "The Decline and Fell of
the Roman Empire," anil upon archives of old fam¬
ilies of the Vaud country.
Paul Du Chaillu, the distinguished African trar-

eller. Is visiting friends in Hartford. Conn.

February :! has been set apart by the National
Woman's t'hrlstlan Temperance I'nion officer« for
memorial service» m the local unions In honor of
Mrs. .Mary ? I^athrap, president of the Michigan
Woman's Christian Temperance t'nion, and vice-
president or the National society. It I« suggested
that pastors be invited to Join In thl« service.
"Several paper«," says "The Christian Advocate,"

"In a -.BBBtCS from I'tlca on Thursday last, mixed
names badly They say that the Rev. Dr. Minuti
Hanson 'Coxe' was the «on of the Rev. S. R. Cox«,
a Presbyterian minister, who became the pastor
of a large congregation in New-York City. In point
of fact, h« wan the son at Dr. Samuel Hanson
'fox.' A sre.it aeasstlon wa» produced when an¬

other son of S. H. Cox, D. D. mow Rishop Arthur
ciev.l.nul Coxe. of Buffaloi left the Presbyterian
Church an 1 became a Protestant Episcopalian, and
charge»! his name from Cos to Coxe. The eccen¬
tric and most brilliant father of several brilliant
sons was equally disgusted with both changea.
Hanson I'l.ir.. Hrooklyn. Is named after the Rey.
.Sanili»·! Hanson Cox, who had a place there that
he called Kus In I'rbe."
The Key. Mr. Downing, pastor of a colored Pre«.

hyterlan church In itoa-OB·. Va., intends to plac·
in his church a hand·'ime window in memory of
Stonewall Jackson and Colon··! J. T. L Preston.

Beaste« .Jeter C, MtsBsrd, »<f North carolina, is

thirty-seven yeará old, while his cell»»asuf, Marlon
Butler, 1s thirty-one. "Mr. Pritchard." says "The
Washington Post,'' 'is- ,? native of Ka.-t Tennessee,
but has sper.t most of his day« In th» Old North
Stata ?· eSs-MM fr p? Ib· «víreme southwest corner

of North Carolina, ¡is bons· b»|ng on the crest of th«
mountains, aliout twenty-five miles from Ash·-
vil>. H»· Is a finely forme.) man. ab»»ut »ix fest
ti!!, and ha« a manlv and attractiTe manner. H·
was ? SMB. bey a: ihe outbreak of th·· war. Hi·
father w.is .1 L'nlOU man. but w;is »Irafiel into th·
Confederai· Army. Senator i'ritchard's last recol«
lectloa of him la seeing aim mounted on a horse, hi«
feet and hSnOfl bound, "ii hi- «raj :»> the front, where

1. ,in unwilling conaeript In a cause in which
hi" sympathl I were noi enlisted. The new Senator
Is a stanch Rapubiican, living been actively en¬
gage 1 in every campaign In his State since he was
elght""n j ar« old."

mi; talk t>r tuf day.

The Rev. Dr. Washington (lladlen. of Colum¬
bus. Ohio. p··, ntly returned a clerical pass which
a railroad company sent him. with th» following
explanation: "I never use clerical tickets. b»cau«t
I know no reason wny clergymen should hav·

privilege« not Rranted to th.» BsSrBaStea and la¬
boring men, and because I am not satisfied that
railways BSV· any right to grant the favor ts
anybody."

THK IMOOM1 TAX
What Is the size of your income'.' Give us the
ilgures, prc.v;

And don't you be modest about if. for ehynMS
won't do tn-day.

All >ou who ve been ostentatious and living b«-
yon»l your maans,

On dnw»i to the tax assessor and Invite him be¬
hind the si ne<

Where Is vour <arh Invested? Open your coffer·
Wide,

The Rogle-man of the Treasury Is standing St
your side,

He« noted your ya,lit and your horse·:; he's rotlrsd
the trey res suri.

Aad he's going to he mighty careful how you foot
y,mr columns u:>.

He's l»een on the "roof" at the opera, and has
envied vou In your box.

And he'n always wanted a chance like this ts
whack at the man with stocks.

He'· Stood by the »afe window and watched yon
lunch within.

And he has ? pretty Rood notion of the size of
your pl'e of tin.

He'·» thought you were going It lively, were travel¬
ling much on vour shape,

Flut now he's going t., prove it. backed up by square
miles of red tape;

And you who've been ostentatious must ,tell th·
whole truth to-day.

You've got t»i admit you're a fraud, sir, or you've
gut to step up and pay.

So tell us the size of vour Income; account for
each little red cent,

This terrible cad, the collector, knows pretty wsll
what you have spent.

And If you think to .scape him by makln* it
small yon will fall.

And "id. If you try to deceive him, in a small
private box at the jail.

.(John Kassirteh Pan*«.
Som»« American mayors are receiving a New

Year« card of greeting from Sllvanua Tre val I, th«
Nfch Mayor of Truro. Kngland.
A Perverted Philosopher. -"An ounce of preven·

tlon is worth u p.em,I of cure, ain't It?" «aid
Meandering M!ke.
"Of cou ríe It Is," replied Plodding Pete.
"Well, dat's de reason I don't accept no Job

from nobody. Kf I w us workln' I might be tempted
ter go on a strike. An' den see de trouble I'd
be In.".(Washington Star.

According to "The Rochester Poet-Expr»s»." the
late Carey H Moon, of Saratoga, will go down ta
history as the inventor of the Saratoga chips.
The man who invented poker ditto has not yet
been identified.

Time's up for love and laughter:
We've 'li.iiu.·! the banquet cui·.

Hut now the durk comes after
And lights are out: Time'» up

() lover« in sweet place«.
With lips of song ai,.I sigh,

Come forth with pallid face«
And kiss your laat goodby!

o «weet bride at the marring«.
ImpHtlent at your gates,

lleslde a sable carriage.
The ghostly footman wait«,

o statesman, crowned and splendili
The laurel leaves your»brow.

The long debate Is en.led.
The halls are voléeles« now.

Time'· up for wooing, winning,
For doubt and dream und «Ulf«,

l'or sighing and f.>r sinning.
For love, for hate, for ilfel

Tim··« up! The dial's mark I·
On the last hour complete;

I.le il.ivAii thtre whore thar dark la
Ani dream that time was sweet!

(Frank I.. Stauton ¡? Atlanta Constitution.

'I'lie Sondi American Colonization Company _>

miking considerable stir in Arkansas City, Kan.
Its objet r ? ttie colonization of a tract of land of
»»ver _..»?·».(«*» o res In the Republic of Colombia,
South Amrlca. which it claims to own. Th« Rar.
I. N. Mel I Hats, al Arkansas City, is the presi¬
dent of the lornpany. which is to be co-operatlv·.
All property will be hel.l In common. Rut befor«
«baring In Its advantages, col.mi.st.s must take 1100
worth of stock In the company. Fach member of
the commune wdl be required to labor e;ght hours
a day. The company has agreed to pay the Colom¬
bian Government a certain price for the land, and
bring 800 colonists. It will transport them In It«
o»n vessel, some time in March or April. Agent·
are now drumming up colonists in the Southwest¬
ern State.«.

A Heroine..'l'en.-her-Tommy Flgg, you may de-
fine the word "heroine."
Tommy.A heroine is a woman that's alway·

crjrtn' an' marries the biggest fool in the play. Juat
because h?'s got a little dood mustache..(Indian·
«polls Journal.

The officials of the cotton Sutes' Expoeitlon. to
be held at Atlanta, »i.i next year, receive a great
many unique suggestioni; from people who wish to

help them. A Texas man. for instance, wish·· t·
drive ten white horses tandem through all th·
Southern States, making a tour of nln« months.
visiting every town «nd hamlet. The horse« are to

he richly caparisoned, and the leader la to carry
a banner with a suitable legend announcing that _·

Is on his way to the Exposition.
AFTKR WHICH THE MACHINE BROKl

DOWN.
They've named the bal>

Trilby.
Her parent«' name la

Ollby.
"I'ls a gallu« combination:

Trilby
Hllby.

Sad her kit in life
Will be,

For lo, her name will
Still be
Trilby
Rllby ______

When Ibe world, forgot It ever heard of TrilB*.
.(.Chicago Tribuna


